The current role of thrombolytic therapy for pulmonary embolism.
Thrombolytic therapy for pulmonary embolism can rapidly reverse right ventricular failure and reduce mortality and morbidity among appropriately selected patients. Individuals being considered for this treatment should be screened for potential major bleeding problems, which, if present, should lead to alternative management with catheter or surgical embolectomy. There is no ideal thrombolytic agent; nor have indications for thrombolysis been precisely defined. Available data indicate that patients with moderate or severe right ventricular dysfunction gain the most from this pharmacologic strategy.